Lent with John at St. Stephen’s, Orinda

Welcome to our Lenten gospel reading experience at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Orinda, California.  The past two Advent seasons, many of our members participated in the Great St. Stephen’s Advent Bible Reading Challenge, by reading one chapter of the Gospel according to Matthew in 2010 and Mark in 2011 each day during the season of Advent.  During Lent last year we read through the gospel according to Luke.  This year, we invite everyone to read the Gospel according to John, one half chapter each day (except Sundays!) from Ash Wednesday through Easter Day.  There are a variety of ways to participate.  One may subscribe to Fr. Larry’s blog, www.fatherlarrysblog.wordpress.com and receive daily e-mails of his blog posts commenting on the current reading, along with links to the gospel online.  One may visit the blog daily and find the same information.  One may use this calendar of readings and just set out on this adventure.  
Date

Chapter 
Date

Chapter

Feb. 22
1:1-28

March 19
12:1-26

Feb. 23
1:29-51
March 20
12:27-50

Feb. 24
2:1-12

March 21
13:1-20

Feb. 25
2:13-25
March 22
13:21-38
Feb. 27
3:1-21

March 23
14:1-14
Feb. 28
3:22-36
March 24
14:15-31
Feb. 29
4:1-30

March 26
15:1-11
March 1
4:31-54
March 27
15:12-27
March 2
5:1-24

March 28
16:1-15
March 3
5:25-47
March 29
16:16-33
March 5
6:1-40

March 30
17:1-11

March 6
6:41-71
March 31
17:12-26
March 7
7:1-24

April 2
18:1-18
March 8
7:25-52
April 3
18:19-40
March 9
8:1-30

April 4
19:1-27
March 10
8:31-59
April 5
19:28-42
March 12
9:1-17

April 6
20:1-18
March 13
9:18-41
April 7
20:19-31
March 14
10:1-21
April 8
21
March 15
10:22-42

March 16
11:1-27

March 17
11:28-57

To Get You Started:

The Gospel according to John, often called the fourth Gospel, explains the mystery of the person of Jesus.  Jesus is unique in that “he was in the beginning with God” as John asserts in the opening passage, or prologue, to this gospel.  John shows Jesus as the eternal “Word’ of God, existing with God and active in creation, the source of light and life.  The other three evangelists record the events of the life and ministry of Jesus, but John goes beyond recording to the deeper meaning, interpreting these events for us.  The introduction to the New Oxford Annotated Bible outlines the Gospel in this way:  “After a magnificent prologue (1:1-18) he sets forth Jesus Christ as the object of faith (1:19-4:54), depicts Christ’s conflict with unbelievers (chapters 5-12), his fellowship with believers (chapters 13-17), his death and resurrection (chapters 18-20), and concludes with an epilogue (chapter 21).”  A large part of John’s Gospel is made up of speeches or “discourses” of Jesus; these are different from the collections of sayings of Jesus in the other Gospels.  Here, John uses the words of Jesus to develop themes such as Jesus the light of the world, the shepherd, the bread of life, the pattern of the Christian life, etc.  Commentators believe that the three synoptic Gospels are closer to the actual words of Jesus, but John develops a theological perspective on those words, freely interpreting them for us.        

Recommended Bibles:

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) is the version we read in church.

The Message; the Bible in Contemporary Language by Eugene H. Peterson

Revised English Bible (REB)

Contemporary English Version (CEV)

For families: The New Adventure Bible, published by Zondervan.  This Bible is filled with "Did you know" facts, plus an introduction to each book that helps connect the stories and the history of the times.  They also have another option for younger children (under age 8) available.

These Bibles are available as a special order at one of our local bookstores or you can order them online at Amazon.com.  

