The Great St. Stephen’s 
Advent Bible Reading Challenge – 2011
St. Stephen’s continues our tradition begun last Advent of reading through the gospel for the coming year as a community.  The church year that begins on the First Sunday of Advent, November 27th, is the Year of Mark.  

Most of our Sunday gospel readings for the coming year are taken from Mark’s gospel.  

Are you ready to read the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark?
Our Advent Bible Reading Challenge begins Thursday, December 1 and is very simple.  Just read one chapter of the Gospel each day from December 1 until December 16th.  
Fr. Larry has a blog where he will post introductions 
to the chapter the day it is to be read.  You will also find links to the bible online and links to art appropriate to each chapter selected by Mel Ahlborn.
Go to www.fatherlarrysblog.wordpress.com to access the blog.  
You can leave a comment or a question on the blog, too.
Just to be sure we’re all on the same chapter, 
here is  the dated list of chapters to read:

 Date:

Mark


Notes:


Chapter:
Dec. 1

1


Baptism and beginning of the ministry of Jesus


Dec. 2

2


Healing, teaching, and calling a tax collector
Dec. 3

3


Twelve disciples and a visit from family
Dec. 4

4


Teaching in parables and calming the sea
Dec. 5

5


A preaching tour and a daughter is healed
Dec. 6

6


Rejection at home, commissioning the 12, 







death 
of John, 5000 fed
Dec. 7

7


Traditions of the elders and more healings
Dec. 8

8


4000 fed, a confession of faith, teachings
Dec. 9

9


Transfiguration and prophecies, more healings
Dec. 10

10


From Galilee to Jerusalem: things along the way
Dec. 11

11


Palm Sunday, cleansing temple, authority
Dec. 12

12


Parables, questions and answers, sayings
Dec. 13

13


Teachings on the end of the age
Dec. 14

14


Anointed, betrayed, a last supper, arrested, tried
Dec. 15

15


Trial by Pilate, crucifixion, death, and burial
Dec. 16

16


An empty tomb and resurrection; two endings
To Get You Started:
The Gospel according to Mark is the shortest, and the earliest of the four gospels.  Mark is a writer in a hurry to tell the story of Jesus, the one he names “the Son of God” in his opening sentence.   As the NRSV introduction to Mark puts it, Mark’s gospel “is largely a collection of narratives that depict Jesus as being almost constantly active; a favorite word in Mark is the Greek word meaning immediately or at once, or then.”  This word occurs forty times in the short sixteen chapters of the gospel according to Mark.  
You will notice that there is no birth narrative in this gospel.  The Jesus we first meet in Mark is not the baby lying in a manger, but the adult Jesus beginning his public ministry.  It begins with the declaration that this is “the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” and launches immediately into the story of John the Baptist, the baptism of Jesus, and the temptation in the wilderness.  Whew!  Hold on, Mark moves fast!  

Recommended Bibles:
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) is the version we read in church.

The Message; the Bible in Contemporary Language by Eugene H. Peterson

Revised English Bible (REB)
Contemporary English Version (CEV)

For families: The New Adventure Bible, published by Zondervan.  This Bible is filled with "Did you know" facts, plus an introduction to each book that helps connect the stories and the history of the times.  They also have another option for younger children (under age 8) available.

These Bibles are available as a special order at one of our local bookstores 
or you can order them online at Amazon.com.  

Helps along the reading way:

Are you participating in The Great St. Stephen’s Advent Bible Reading Challenge and want a place to ask questions?  Come early to 10 am or stay after the 8 am Service on the Dec. 4, Dec. 11, and Dec. 18.  At 9:00 am in the Youth Room, we will discuss Mark – led by the questions you bring.  All ages are encouraged to attend.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Rev. Mary:  mary@ststephensorinda.org
Bible Study and Brown Bag Lunch:  
You bring a brown bag lunch and your Bible to participate in an ongoing study of the Gospel of Matthew, our Advent gospel reading challenge from last year.  When:  the second and fourth Monday of every month.   Time:  12:15 pm to 2:00 pm.  Place:  in the Library.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Rev. Mary Hudak, mary@ststephensorinda.org.
